HUDSON'S HOPE CHAPEL

A House God Builds

November 1,2026 - Series: After God's Own Heart - Luke Hughes-Bunger

Main Passage: 2 Samuel 7:1-17 (ESV), with 7:18, 25

Big Idea: God's kingdom rests on the house and King He promises to provide. We receive His
grace, offer our service, and trust Him with the future.

Introduction

David now lives in a cedar house. After years of danger and uncertain shelter, he has a settled
home and a kingdom to govern. But the ark, the sacred chest associated with God's presence
among His people, remains in a tent. David wants to build a temple to honour the Lord.

Nathan the prophet encourages him. It sounds like a good plan from someone who has much to
be thankful for. Yet that night God gives Nathan a different message. David's son will build the
temple. David himself will receive a promise greater than the project he has proposed.

This raises a question for us: how do we respond when a good thing we want to do is not the
work God gives us? A plan can become part of how we understand our value. Releasing it may
feel like losing our place or admitting that we have little left to offer.

We should not assume that David is trying to earn God's favour. God commends his desire in 1
Kings 8:17-19. His intention is good. Still, he needs to listen. His relationship with God begins
with what God has given, and God's purposes extend far beyond what David can accomplish.

This passage invites eager and exhausted people alike to receive grace. It directs our confidence
toward Jesus, the King God provides.

Point 1: A Good Desire in God's Hands
Read 2 Samuel 7:1-7.

God reminds David that He has travelled with His people since bringing them out of Egypt. He
has not demanded a cedar house from their leaders. The tent is no sign that God's work has been
waiting for someone rich enough to improve His situation. He has already rescued His people
and remained with them.

God cannot be contained in a building. Solomon will acknowledge this when he dedicates the
temple: even the heavens cannot contain the Lord (1 Kings 8:27). The temple will have a real
purpose, but God decides who will build it and how it will serve His people.

Nathan's first response also needs correction. Knowing that God is with David does not give
Nathan authority to approve every plan David makes. He must return with the message God
actually gives him. A respected person's encouragement is valuable, but it cannot replace God's
word.
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We can learn from this without becoming afraid of every new idea. It is good to want to serve
our neighbours, strengthen the church, and use our resources well. These desires should lead
us to prayer, careful listening, and willing obedience.

When we consider a plan, we can ask whether it agrees with Scripture. We can seek counsel
from people willing to tell us the truth. We can ask how it affects those we hope to serve. A
project that excites us may need to change when we listen to their actual needs.

It can be hard to welcome questions after investing time, money, or emotion. Changing
direction may feel embarrassing. Yet humility leaves room for correction. Calling something
God's work does not remove our responsibility to test the way we pursue it.

Sometimes we are invited to accept a smaller part than the one we hoped for. Another person
may carry out work we wanted to do. We can support that work without treating their
contribution as a judgment on our worth.

There is also a limit to this application. David receives a specific message through a prophet. We
cannot read every closed door or disappointment with the same certainty. We keep seeking
wisdom and doing the good that Scripture makes clear. An obstacle does not automatically tell
us everything God intends.

Our hope rests in His wisdom and faithfulness. A cherished plan may change without leaving
God unable to care for us or complete His purposes.

Point 2: Remember Who Brought You Here
Read 2 Samuel 7:8-11 and Ephesians 2:8-10.

God takes David's attention back to the pasture. Before the palace and the throne, God chose
him from among the sheep. The Lord accompanied him, delivered him, and brought him to this
place. David's future also rests on God's continuing action.

This does not make David's courage or service meaningless. It places them within a larger story
of grace. His life, strength, and opportunities are gifts before they become things he offers to
God.

C. S. Lewis illustrates this in Mere Christianity with a child who asks a father for money to buy
that father's birthday gift. The father provides the money and enjoys receiving the present. The
gift expresses real love, even though the father supplied what made it possible.

Our giving to God has that same dependence. He can take pleasure in willing service without
needing us to provide something He lacks. We serve as people already loved, using what we
have received.

The promise also includes God's people. He speaks of giving them a place, protecting them from
violence, and providing rest. David's story belongs within God's care for a whole community.
The Lord's concern reaches beyond the king's personal success.

Responsibility can make us forget that we also depend on care. We begin grateful for an
opportunity to help. Over time, we may feel that everything will collapse unless we keep
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carrying it. Asking for help can become harder than giving it.

There is no shame in being a person with needs. Every Christian begins by receiving mercy.
Jesus comes to rescue sinners who cannot make themselves acceptable to God. We need His
forgiveness before we have anything to offer in service.

Ephesians 2:8-10 keeps salvation and good works in the right order. We are saved by grace
through faith, as God's gift. We are then made in Christ for good works. Obedience is a response
to salvation; it cannot purchase salvation.

This also changes how we face disappointment. Giving time, praying, and helping others do not
buy a preferred outcome. We may honestly tell God that we are hurt or confused. At the same
time, the cross assures us of His love when the result of our work is painful or unclear.

Receiving grace does not cancel our responsibilities. A parent or caregiver may still have
demanding work tomorrow. But the care they offer can grow from God's sustaining kindness.
They do not need to keep proving that they deserve His love.

Before deciding what more you should do, remember what God has given in Christ. Then
consider whether receiving help is part of your next faithful step.

Point 3: The House and the King God Provides
Read 2 Samuel 7:11-16 and Luke 1:32-33.

God changes the meaning of David's proposal. David wants to build a house for the Lord,
meaning a temple. God promises David a house, meaning a royal family whose descendants
will reign. This is often called a dynasty.

David's death is included in the promise. God will still be at work after David's life ends.
Solomon will build the temple, fulfilling a part of the promise that David will not carry out
himself.

Planting a young tree gives us a simple picture. The work of digging and watering may leave us
looking at something too small to offer much shade. Yet someone else may one day enjoy its
branches. Work can be worthwhile even when we do not see its fullest result.

With a tree, that future remains a hope. David receives God's sure word about his royal house.
We should not turn that specific promise into a guarantee that our own children will carry on
our projects. We can, however, trust the same faithful God beyond the limits of our own lives.

The promise also includes accountability. God will relate to the king as a father to a son, and He
will discipline sinful royal sons. His steadfast love does not give them permission to harm
others. The coming failures of David and his descendants remain serious.

Solomon builds the temple, but he cannot fulfil the promise of an everlasting throne
completely. Later kings fail. Jerusalem falls, the temple is destroyed, and the people go into
exile. Their history shows why hope cannot finally rest in the goodness or strength of these
rulers.
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Luke 1:32-33 announces the answer. Jesus will receive David's throne, and His kingdom will
have no end. He is the promised Son who brings God's commitment to its lasting fulfilment.

The words about a king committing sin apply to fallible rulers such as Solomon. Jesus has no
personal sin to be corrected. He obeys perfectly and willingly bears the judgment His people
deserve. His death brings forgiveness to those who turn from sin and trust Him.

His resurrection means that death cannot end His reign. Acts 2:29-36 connects God's promise to
David with Jesus' resurrection and exaltation. John 2:19-22 also identifies Jesus' body as the
temple raised after death. Through Him we come into God's presence.

Our buildings, ministries, and earthly plans may not last. Those losses can hurt deeply, and we
should care for one another through them. But Christ's kingdom endures. His people have the
promise of resurrection and life with Him beyond sin and death.

Application and Conclusion: Receive His Promise, Then Take the Next Faithful
Step

Read 2 Samuel 7:18, 25.

David responds by sitting before the Lord and wondering at His kindness. He asks God to keep
the word He has spoken. The promise gives him a reason to pray and a foundation for hope.

Make room for a quiet moment this week. Name one plan or responsibility that feels heavy.
Thank God for a particular mercy already received. Then consider one faithful action you can
take while entrusting the outcome to Him.

That action may be accepting help, welcoming another person's contribution, or continuing
patiently. It may be a phone call, a meal, or keeping a commitment. Ordinary service does not
need to prove your worth to matter.

If you are trying to earn God's acceptance, turn to Jesus. He dies and rises to bring guilty people
near. Receive His forgiveness through faith. God has given His Son, and we can trust Him with
unfinished work and years we cannot see.

Discussion Guide Questions

1. What makes David's proposal understandable? How does 1 Kings 8:17-19 help us read his
desire fairly?

2. What does God remind David about in 2 Samuel 7:5-7? What does the tent reveal about His
care?

3. Why does Nathan need to revise his first answer? How can we welcome questions about our
own plans?

4. Which actions does God describe in verses 8-11? What do they show about David's
dependence on Him?

5. How does Lewis's birthday-gift illustration help us value service without treating God as
dependent on us?
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6. What does Ephesians 2:8-10 teach about salvation and good works? How might it change our
response to disappointment?

7. What does the tree picture help us understand about unfinished work? How is God's
promise to David stronger than a gardener's hope?

8. How do verses 14-16 hold together God's faithfulness and the king's accountability for sin?

9. How do Luke 1:32-33 and Acts 2:29-36 identify Jesus as the fulfilment of the promise? Why
do His death and resurrection matter?

10. What mercy can you thank God for today? What is one faithful step you can take this week
while trusting Him with the outcome?

Hudson's Hope Chapel - hhchapel.ca A House God Builds - 5



