
Essential: Why Doctrine Matters 

Introduction: A Road That Should Have Made Music 
Imagine you are driving down a long, quiet road in California. You 
see a sign that says, "Musical Road Ahead — Drive 55 MPH to Hear 
the Music."  

This road has small cuts, called grooves, in the pavement. If you 
drive at the right speed, the grooves make music. They are 
supposed to play the "William Tell Overture," a famous song. 

You set your speed, you listen carefully, and you expect something 
beautiful. But instead of a nice song, you hear a messy, strange 
sound. The notes are wrong. Some are too high, some are too low, 
and some do not fit at all. 

What happened? 
The designers and the workers both measured carefully. But they 
understood the instructions differently. One group measured from 
the beginning of each groove, and the other group measured from 
the end. A small mistake ruined the whole song. 

In the same way, Christianity is full of important truths: about 
God, about grace, about faith, about salvation. But if we 
misunderstand these things, or if we use the right words but mean 
the wrong things, the message of the gospel can become 
confusing. 

In this series called Essential: What Christians Really Believe will 
look at the important truths that help us understand Christianity 
clearly and truly. 

Beginning with the simple question: 

Why Does Doctrine Matter? 



Doctrine Matters Because Souls Are at Stake 
In the Bible, Paul writes to a young church leader named Timothy. 
He says: 

"Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. If you do this, 
you will save both yourself and your hearers." (1 Timothy 4:16) 

Paul tells Timothy to be very careful about what he believes and 
teaches. It is not just a small thing. It is a matter of salvation — of 
eternal life and death. 

Doctrine means the truths we believe and teach. 
It is not only for pastors and teachers. It is for all Christians. What 
we believe shapes how we live. If we believe wrong things about 
God, we will find ourselves living in the wrong way. 

R.C. Sproul, a famous Christian teacher, said, "Everyone is a 
theologian. The question is whether you are a good one or a bad 
one." We cannot avoid theology. We can only choose to be careful 
or careless with it. 

Imagine two boats starting on the ocean. At first, they sail side by 
side. But if one boat’s compass is even a little wrong, it will end up 
far away from where it should be. Right doctrine is like the 
compass that points us to Christ. Wrong doctrine, even if it is only 
a little wrong, can lead to being completely lost. 

We do not study doctrine to win arguments. 
We study doctrine because we love people. 
It is not kind to let someone believe a lie if it will harm them. 
If we love people, we will care enough to tell them the truth about 
Jesus. 



Doctrine Matters Because the Faith Was Once Delivered 
There is another reason doctrine matters. Jude, another writer in 
the Bible, says: 

"I found it necessary to write to you, urging you to contend for the 
faith that was once for all delivered to the saints." (Jude 1:3) 

Jude wanted to write a letter full of encouragement. But he saw that 
something more important was needed. The truth of the gospel 
was under attack. It had to be defended. 

Jude says the faith was "delivered" once for all. It was given by God. 
It is not something we can change. It is not like a product we can 
update or improve. 

It is a treasure we must protect and pass on. 

Imagine someone giving you a priceless, ancient book. You would 
not scribble in it. You would not tear out pages. You would protect it 
carefully and hand it on. 

This is how we must treat the gospel. We are not the inventors of it. 
We are the guardians of it. 

Jude tells us to contend for the faith. This means to fight for it, not 
with anger, but with courage and love. We stand firm because the 
gospel is precious. And because small changes — even ones that 
seem kind — can slowly destroy the truth. 

When we contend for the faith, we must remember to speak with 
love. It is possible to be right in what we say but wrong in how we 
say it. The goal is not to win arguments. 

The goal is to call people to Christ, with love and patience. 



Doctrine Matters Because Words Matter 
Finally, doctrine matters because words matter. 

Today, we live in a world full of words. But often, people mean 
different things even when they use the same words. 

Someone might say "God," but they may mean a vague spirit, not 
the God of the Bible. Someone might say "grace," but they may 
mean simply "everyone feels good," not God's amazing mercy for 
sinners. Someone might say "faith," but they may mean positive 
thinking, not trust in Jesus. 

Words are powerful. They can carry truth, or they can carry 
confusion. 

If we are not careful, we can use Christian words but teach 
something very different. This is why we must be clear. We must not 
only use the right words — we must use them with the right 
meaning. 

Think again about the musical road. It didn’t matter that the workers 
had the right materials. It wouldn’t make a difference how many 
times they measured. They misunderstood the plan, so the music 
was always going to be spoiled. 

The same can happen with the gospel. If we misunderstand the 
words of our faith, the message becomes confusing — and people 
can be led away from salvation. 

Today, many churches still talk about "faith," "grace," and "gospel." 
But often, the real meaning is lost. The gospel becomes about 
feeling good, being successful, or finding personal peace — instead 
of about Jesus Christ crucified and risen for sinners. 

We must be clear, because the real gospel — the true message of 
Jesus — has the power to save.
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