
Responding Rightly to God’s Revelation (Habakkuk 3:1–16)

Introduction:
Today we are studying Habakkuk chapter 3, verses 1 to 16. Habakkuk was a 
prophet who asked honest questions to God. He saw evil, injustice, and 
suffering in the world and did not understand why God allowed these things. 
But in chapter 3, Habakkuk sees clearly how powerful, holy, and good God is. 
Because he sees who God really is, Habakkuk teaches us how we should 
respond when we clearly understand God’s character.

⸻

1. Responding with Humble Prayer (verses 1–2)
Habakkuk starts by praying to God. But his prayer is very humble. Being 
humble means we understand and accept that God is much greater than we 
are. Habakkuk does not pray with pride or selfish demands. Instead, he prays 
with deep respect and a sincere heart. He understands that God is holy, 
powerful, and perfect, and he knows he and his people need God’s mercy 
and forgiveness.

Habakkuk says to God: “In your anger, please remember mercy.” He 
recognizes that God is right to judge evil, but he asks God to show kindness 
and mercy too. This teaches us something important: when we pray, we must 
come to God humbly. We must understand we have nothing without God’s 
mercy and help. Humble prayer means we trust in God’s goodness, not our 
own strength or goodness.

⸻

2. Responding with Reverent Awe and Remembrance (verses 
3–15)
Next, Habakkuk remembers the great things God has done in the past. He 
talks about times when God showed His power to help His people, Israel. 
Habakkuk describes how God saved Israel from Egypt and showed His 
power at Mount Sinai. He uses beautiful, strong words to explain how 
amazing and powerful God’s actions were.

Why does Habakkuk remember these things? Because when we remember 
what God has done in the past, it helps us trust Him more today. Habakkuk 



wants us to understand that God never changes. The same powerful God 
who helped His people many years ago can still help us today.

For us as Christians, the greatest thing we can remember is how God sent 
His Son, Jesus. Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose from the dead. 
When we remember Jesus, we see clearly that God loves us deeply, and we 
know we can trust Him.

⸻

3. Responding with Trust Despite Trembling (verse 16)
Finally, Habakkuk shows us how to trust God even when we feel afraid or 
worried. In verse 16, Habakkuk admits that he is frightened. He says his body 
is trembling and his legs are shaking. Habakkuk is honest about his fear and 
worries. But even though he feels afraid, he chooses to trust God anyway. He 
says clearly: “Yet, I will quietly wait.”

This teaches us something very important about real trust. Trusting God 
does not mean we never feel fear. It means we choose to trust Him even 
when we do feel fear. Sometimes, trusting God is difficult because life can be 
hard, confusing, or scary. But God promises He will never leave us, and He 
always keeps His promises.

Jesus Himself showed us what this kind of trust looks like. Jesus felt deep 
sadness and fear before He went to the cross. But He still trusted His Father 
completely. Because Jesus trusted God even when things were very difficult, 
we can trust God as well.

⸻

Conclusion and Personal Challenge:
Today, Habakkuk gives us a challenge. He calls each one of us to respond 
rightly to God:

• Pray humbly, recognizing we need God’s mercy.

• Remember clearly the powerful things God has done, especially 
what Jesus did for us.

• Trust God honestly, even if we feel afraid.

God is holy, powerful, and good. He cares deeply for each of us. Even if life 
feels difficult right now, God is trustworthy, and we can depend fully on Him.


