John 6:25-51

His Best
Friend’s
Gospel

A Subtle Shift
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Shift 1 — Off ourselves, and onto him
» Walking on water — John leaves out Peter — why?

» Human’s have a tendency to focus on ourselves. John
is not disputing that Peter did this, but wants us to
avoid the tempration to make it all about us — our
measure of faith, or the strength of our beliefs —
and remind us that it’s about Jesus.

[’s true, our faith matters, but it only macters if we
remember who we are putting our faith in.




» When they found him on the other side of the sea, they
said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” ** Jesus

answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking
me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill
of the loaves.

John 6:25-27 ESV Q




7 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give
to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.”
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Shift 2 — Off of the material, and onto the spiritual

« The people come to Jesus because of what they think they
will get from him, here and now.

» Jesus points this out in no uncertain terms, and reminds
them that what he actually comes to bring for them is
something far more valuable.

[t all we care about is what Jesus gives us, we're worshiping
the giﬁ, not the giver. We make it a transactional

relationship where we're only interested if it benefits us.

But he wants to show, he came to overcome sin and death,
bringing eternal life.




* Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the
works of God?” * Jesus answered them, “This is the work of
£ Soithey
said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see
and believe you? What work do you perform? * Our fachers

God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.

ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave

)57

them bread from heaven to eat.

John 6:28-34




% Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was
not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my
Father gives you the true bread from heaven. ** For the
bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives

lite to the world.” >* They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread

always.”




Shift 3 — Away from the law, and onto God’s grace and faithfulness.

« Moses, giver of the law, also becomes the one who gives them
the manna, in their mind.

o Jesus shifts their focus — even the manna was a God’s
faithtulness in spite of their inability to do so.
The law, it was good, but it was not sufficient, yet they had come
to believe that human effort was the decisive element in
salvation.

» Jesus highlights the difference between manna (which only

could sustain physical life) and the Word of God (Christ via

faith) which can give spiritual (eternal) life, and redefines

salvation in terms of Grace and Faith.




% Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes
to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall

never thirst. 3° But I said to you that you have seen me and

yet do not believe. ¥ All that the Father gives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 3° For
[ have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but
the will of him who sent me.

John 6:35-40




39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the
last day. *° For this is the will of my Father, that everyone
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
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Shift 4 — Off of maintaining fickle favour through obedience, and
onto eternal security
 Common belief — then as now — that the main goal is about
how we get on the “right side” of God’s favour, through
performance and obedience.
» Jesus refocuses the conversation, and redefines things away
from our faithfulness, and onto God’s.
Speaks of eternal security, and God’s effectual Calling and

drawing of people to himself — not because of what they do,

or how deserving they are, but because of what He does.
All that are called “will be raised up on the last day” — eterna
security is guaranteed for those who are truly saved.




*So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am
the bread that came down from heaven.” #* They said, “Is not
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from
heaven?” ¥ Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among

yourselves. #* No one can come to me unless the Father who

sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.

John 6:41-45 ESV




# 1t is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught
by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the

Father comes to me—
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Shift 5 — Off of Jesus, the good man, and onto Jesus, the God-
Man
» Lots of people have no issues with Jesus the good, moral
teacher. Even the people here don’t Struggle with him as a
worker of wonders who benefits them.

You cannot separate Jesus the teacher from Jesus the
eternal God. You can’t have his good moral philosophies
without embracing what he said about himself, and the
incredibly exclusive things he teaches about the nature of
salvation through faith in Him as their God and saviou




[t is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by
God. Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father
comes to me
+ Jesus is clearly claiming to be God, the one who will
teach the people himself.
+ If you want to know what it is truly all about, you have to
shift your focus, from seeing Jesus purely as a human

example, to seeing Jesus as God in the flesh, who came to

die for Sin.
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